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Boyd: The Siege of St. Augustine in 1702: A report to the King of Spain

THE SIEGE OF SAINT AUGUSTINE BY GOVERNOR MOORE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN 1702 AS
REPORTED TO THE KING OF SPAIN BY
DON JOSEPH DE ZUNIGA Y ZERDA,
GOVERNOR OF FLORIDA
Translated by MARK F. BOYD
[Endorsed:] Report to His Majesty giving account
of the siege sustained
Sir: On the twenty second of October of the past
year [1702] Your Majesty was advised of the news that
the enemy in Carolina was preparing to attack this place
in the spring with numerous vessels by sea, and troops
by land, and that for the safeguarding of this city and
the protection of the inhabitants of these provinces, I
called attention to the insufficient forces in this place,
as will be rather evident to Your Majesty from that,
and other reports that were sent at that time of that
which happened after the departure of Captain Don
Francisco Romo from Apalache and of the skirmish
which he had with the enemy who came to destroy that
province*. But now I only relate to Your Majesty how
the Governor of Carolina named Diego Mor [James
Moore] descended upon this place with numerous vesNOTE - The QUARTERLY is under obligation to the Florida Park
Service for this contribution. Mr. Lewis G. Scoggin, Park Director,
writes: “This translation is the work of Dr. Mark F. Boyd, Historian
of the Florida Park Service, and is offered as a contribution by the
Park Service to the Florida Historical Society, for publication in the
Florida Historical Quarterly.” Dr. Boyd wishes to acknowledge his
obligation to Dr. Irving A. Leonard, Head of the Department of Romance
Lauguages, the University of Michigan, for his criticism of the translation and suggestions in relation thereto.
This report, Zuniga to the King, January 6, 1703, AI 58-2-8:B3, is
translated from photostats in the North Carolina Department of Archives
and History, file 9-90, endorsed: “Notebook wherein on 63 sheets are
the Royal Cedulas. letters . . . presented . . . by the attorney for His
Excellency Camp Master Don Joseph de Cuniga and Cerda” “pp. 22-29.
Thanks are due Mr. Henry Howard Eddy, State Records Officer, for
arranging for the photostats.
*This is an allusion to the disaster which befell Capt. Francisco
Romo de Orisa (Urisa) and a party of 900 Spaniards and Apalache
Indians in the previous year, who set out to attack the Lower
Creek towns (Apalachicolos) somewhere on the banks of the
Flint river, where they were ignominiously defeated as the result
of a stratagem.
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sels including brigantines, sloops and one ship of 16
guns, as well as by land with another division of five
hundred men, English and Indians, lead by a Colonel,
one of the Jamaica pirates. Their design was to capture
this royal fortress, for this purpose they brought on the
vessels assault cannons serving balls of ten and twelve
pounds, and a quantity of tools for attacking and trench
building, with fifteen 25 foot ladders, as well as 400
Englishmen to be landed, and eighty sailors as a protective force. Of the eight vessels which entered this
port on the 11th of November, three were brigantines
and five were sloops, since the others, less one which was
lost at the entrance of the bar, dispersed to other ports,
one of which went to Jamaica to procure shells. This
information in greater detail was related by the English
prisoners captured during the siege. The depositions
which were taken of the events of the siege have not, for
lack of time, as yet been transcribed, nor for lack of
opportunity could they be sent. On viewing the number
of vessels lying to in blockade before this port, I sent off
a second dispatch to Havana by the Licenciado Sebastian
Groso, the chief sexton, who left in a launch by Matanzas
inlet on the 9th, but previously on the 7th I had transmitted to my lieutenant in Apalache a dispatch to be
forwarded to Havana in a sloop commanded by Captain
Jacinto Roque within 6 hours after arrival there, under
penalty of death, and to Pensacola was sent Ensign
Fernandez Diego de Florencia, with my letters, orders
and plans, to procure men, arms and ammunition. Having sent off these dispatches I collected in this fortress
all of the supply of corn from the harvests of the neighboring settlers, which by proclamation and orders they
were obliged to bring in, and a large drove of cattle on
the hoof was brought in and lodged in the moat, to extend the supplies of salt meat, together with some flour
and biscuits. I had to find places in this royal fortress
for 154 paid soldiers, 42 militia, some Negroes and
Mulattos, as well as Indians of several nations, but with
all of these together, I had only from sixty to seventy
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men fit to serve in the field, as many were too aged,
crippled, sick, or otherwise incapable of undertaking any
enterprise. I decided to gather together and to protect
all of the priests and friars and all of the women and
children of the Spanish and Indian families, which kept
increasing until there were in excess of 1500 persons who
entered without adequate supplies, since many of the
settlers left behind some of their corn. With the entrance of the enemy’s land force into the city it was
necessary for me to gather all in so that none would be
exposed to the cruelty of the enemy, as they would be
massacred by the pagan Indians of other provinces subject to this government, if they fled alone into the woods.
With faith that through God I would be aided, which
his Divine Majesty justified, I resolved to support and
feed all those who entered with or without supplies, although with some frugality and regulation. Although
the enemy was active in making attacks and the building
of entrenchments directed by the governor and his second in command, a renowned and experienced pirate, one
of those who sacked Vera Cruz, and had carried a trench
to within a pistol shot of the moat, which was the last
they threw up to the north, to prevent the Spanish Indians from securing the sea food which was their sustenance, as well as the cutting of forage for the horses and
cattle which were in the moat, but fortunately neither
their strength or boldness was sufficient to prevent my
people from leaving by night or day from the mediolunes
and environs of this fort to cut forage or carry wood and
water, aided by some moderate parapets which I arranged. I kept ready as well thirty two good swift horses
with good horsemen as couriers of mail, as I kept constantly in touch with my lieutenants at Timuqua and
Apalache and received their letters. Captain Don Francisco de Fuentes, who was lieutenant in Guale, finally
fled to the forest with his family, some friars and Indians, but they were captured and carried to Saint
George [Charleston] with two other families pertaining
to the gunner of this fortress and another soldier. With
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these horses there were made several sorties, and in one
ambuscade which I arranged, it pleased God that they
should bring back to me on the croups, two English
prisoners, one of whom had two lance wounds which
had been bandaged, and I learned from them of the
sending to Jamaica for shells as well as other news.
Finally I sent the before mentioned calvary in the midst
of the siege to escort the assistance expected from my
lieutenant in Apalache, who immediately on the arrival
of Ensign Diego de Florencia on the 19th day of the past
month [December] [from Pensacola] with 100 guns,
some ammunition and ten men, had set out on the 24th
day [December] with 600 men, of whom 100 were Spaniards, and had already reached Santa Fe when I ordered
their return, as the awaited aid from Havana had already arrived. There have been killed four or five soldiers, and another twenty wounded in the sorties and
attacks made on the trenches. The greatest calamity was
the bursting of a 16 pound iron piece on Thursday, the
20th of November, while firing on the land forces attempting to enter, said cannon killing 2 soldiers and 2
artillerymen, and wounding six others, all gravely. All
this occurred because nearly all of the artillery is of
too light metal, and already I have advised and requested
Your Majesty in the six reports carried by Captain
Juan de Ayala, for 12 medium cannons and 6 light cannons and an additional 6 culverins of sufficient range
for the bar, all to be of bronze since it is the better as I
have just experienced. Some few pieces of bronze and
some of iron have been discharged in the attacks and
entrenchments, and although more than 400 shots were
fired at the sloops, because the latter were well separated and the range of the cannon was short, little damage was inflicted, except that one cannon shot smashed
one of the enemies guns used in the attack, killing some
of their men. And so, because of this, and the ineffectiveness of their shots, God acted with such compassion
that not a single man of mine was hit, neither from these
guns or by hand grenades, nor did a grenade fall on our
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parade ground; The enemy ceased cannonading, and
I as well did not continue with the previous frequency;
since the gun-carriages were already weakening and
some of our cannon fell, but having them repaired with
some ironwork and new wheels, I continued firing infrequently since I could not know how long the siege
might last or if the enemy might receive reinforcements,
since two vessels entered on Christmas day, the 25th of
December. It pleased our Lord, to whom I give infinite
thanks which I will repeat all my life, for on the 26th,
at 2 in the afternoon, there were discovered 4 sails which
the governor of Havana had sent me as a result of those
letters, supplemented and by means of Divine mercy,
and my duplicate dispatches. Since they were unwilling
to send a landing party, for fear of the enemy during
the two days in which they had been before the port, I
decided at whatever risk to send out a launch by the
entrecasco [sic] on the departure of which the enemy
was blockaded at the mouth of the port, and which reported the situation within this fortress. At this time
the enemy arranged to raise the siege by setting fire to
the city, the houses of which for the most part were of
thatch and boards. In a short while some were burned
and the fire spread to others, but with the discharge of
the artillery the fire diminished and some escaped. This
was done by the land forces of the enemy before departure, as the naval forces were already aboard their
vessels, but seeing by the 30th that their situation was
hopeless, they set fire early in the evening to the vessels
near shore, and left along the beach to embark in the
vessels and launches which they had at the San Juan bar,
where all were united. And the same day there were
landed at this royal fortress 210 men including 70 untrained Gallican recruits, and General Verreo, who it
was came to my relief, retained the better men aboard,
who were actually those destined for disembarcation.
I wrote him to pursue the enemy and intercept his path
to the bar of San Juan, and he evasively replied on other
topics including departure, and ignored mention of the
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pursuit. Of the before mentioned vessels there were
three which did not burn, two sloops and a small brigantine, of which the royal treasury has availed itself,
and some supplies, artillery and munitions for the sloops,
and three cannon of large caliber of those used in the
attack, although the exploded one is useless, some barrels
of powder, and a great quantity of iron tools, shovels,
picks, and spades with which they labored on the entrenchments. Of the remaining plunder little could be
utilized because the sailors of the fleet from Havana
visited the said sloops and carried off some things to
their vessels, as did some of the mariners and soldiers
of this garrison, who went and got off one of the vessels
which was grounded, but this is a matter of small concern. My main concern at present is the large number
of persons ill with a disease said to be contagious which
has broken out, and one sees Spaniards as well as Indians dying rapidly. With this misfortune, as well as
the wounded and aged, I am almost without any force in
spite of the Gallician recruits. Though the number Your
Majesty sent were 100, there arrived but 70, most of
whom are boys and the others so useless that even after
many years they would not be of any service whatsoever.
These are the reasons I had for not risking men in
pursuit of the enemy, since my soldiers are excessively
fatigued from the long and heavy siege, and it is possible
that the frustrated but desperate enemy, encouraged by
their Governor to avoid death or imprisonment, and with
those of sea and land united, might at all costs defend
themselves to the last breath. If General Verreo had
done his duty he should have pursued the enemy as I
ordered, since there was no lack of guides and the bar
of San Juan is not more than 12 leagues distant. When
I heard that he would not make an immediate landing
with the impressed troops he brought, I was obliged to
make other plans. I only succeeded in getting the said
general and captains to agree to leave with me some
30 infantry and a sloop of Your Majesty, with a crew
to guard the entrance to the bar in case that the vessel
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which went for shells might be accompanied by a squadron from Jamaica, because of the great desire of the
Governor of Carolina to capture this fortress according
to what the prisoners have said, who related that a state
of war had been proclaimed in Carolina two months
before their departure. The damage which would follow if these arrive, which God forbid, and they should
succeed in their designs, have been expressed to Your
Majesty in my letters of September 30th, October 22nd
and of the 1st and 5th of November, which were sent in
the launch to Havana with the Licenciado Sebastian
Groso. Since my responsibility is so great and we have
the present situation which I have described which merits
timely repetition which I will duplicate on another occasion. I do not doubt Sir, that some persons, disaffected
and offended by the present hostilities, the damage inflicted by the enemy, with such great destruction and
uncertainty, would lodge some charges against me for
their losses and that this you will not permit. In this
connection, due to the early departure of the fleet, every
one wishes to leave, which would dismantle this place
at once and leave me without people, but permission is
only being granted to some of the clergy and to unprotected widows with numerous children. I beg Your
Majesty to please send me immediately supplies of artillery, men, small arms, matches and ammunition from
your realms. Unless, in accordance with the petition
sent by the Sergeant Major and the Captain of the Guard,
Saint George and the settlement be dislodged, neither
Pensacola, Mobile, nor this city or these provinces will
have any security. May Your Majesty direct that certain
extraordinary allowances be made in Mexico in order
that there may be constructed a parish church, a convent,
a church for the Franciscian friars, royal houses for the
governor and royal officials, and beyond this, Sir, it
would be very acceptable in the sight of God to grant
considerable alms to aid these poor vassals who valiantly
have defended this fortress and executed all orders exposing their lives with great bravery and zeal, but all
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are now in the street, and in much misery from the burning of the houses by the enemy, as well as the other
forty that I ordered burned after we took shelter in the
fortress as they could command it, and even after the
city was in the power of the enemy, ordering as well
that the expense of the aid brought from Havana, and
those incurred here by the settlers who supplied cattle
which were kept in the moat, which lasted until the arrival of relief, be paid by certificates on Mexico without
deduction from the subsidy. Toward all of which, Sir,
nothing is initiated or completed, furthermore, I have
complied with my obligation to defend this royal fortress
at the risk of my life as I have sworn, and as I owe as
a good vassel and to my commission and heritage. Finally
I request your Majesty to please approve and grant the
first vacancy to Captain Don Joseph Primo de Ribera
who arrived with an appointment from the Governor of
Havana as captain of the 70 recruits, who from desire,
selected the royal service of Your Majesty, and retain
him in service with the said company, although neither
he or his officers are with any salary other than that
received by an ordinary soldier, and the allocation of
355 effectives be increased by 100 more, and that there
be sent sufficient replacements to recruit the four companies and permit the discharge of the incapacitated,
whose continuation only serves to increase the consumption of supplies. On another occasion I will relate
everything to Your Majesty in greater detail and anything further which has arisen, for the moment finds
me with much which requires attention and all arrangements for the royal service of Your Majesty, whose
Catholic and Royal Person may God protect for many
years, as Christendom requires. At this Royal Fortress
of Saint Mark, January 6th, 1703.
[Endorsed:] Copied from Letterbook
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